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ENDORSEMENT COMMENTS
OLD TESTAMENT DIGEST

This anointed easy-to-read narrative is a chronological summary of the Old Testament
story. It begins with the creation account and covers Israel’s flight to Egypt, the
deliverance and wilderness experience, the promised land, the establishment of the
kingdom, the kings and prophets, and Judah’s return from exile, then concludes with the
story of Esther. The author has skillfully woven the significant events, characters, and
details into well-developed paragraphs and chapters to help the Christian reader to both
understand and enjoy reading the Old Testament. He has captured the spirit aswell asthe
story of the Old Testament. The heart of this book is encapsulated in the author’'s
Preface. “Reading the Old Testament could be compared to climbing a mountain. Only
when you reach the top (Malachi), are you in a position to see the other side (the New
Testament) more clearly. To those who have never reached the top for a better view of
the other side, | hope this book will help to get you there’. The author is guiding the
reader up the Old Testament mountain. He doesn’t make the climb for him; he shows
him how to get there. Thisis the gift of an anointed teacher. This book is an invaluable
tool for anyone who has an interest in the Old Testament, from elementary readers to
pastors and teachers.

J.M Koberlein, PA, USA

The OLD TESTAMENT DIGEST takes the fear that is commonly associated with
reading the Old Testament and provides a simple, comprehensive presentation of a very
complex set of biblical books. The seasoned scholar or new student of the Word will find
this digest easy to digest and fun to read over and over again while learning the important
truths and principlesin the Old Testament.

Dr. Myles Munroe, Bahamas Faith Ministries | nternational

The OLD TESTAMENT DIGEST simplifies complex events and characters of the Old
Testament without compromising the integrity of the scriptures. The digest is easy to
read and is a useful tool for anyone who wants to study the Old Testament. It makes
reading the Old Testament enjoyable and understandable.

Dr. Sagie Y. Govender, Antioch Christian Tabernacle, KZN, RSA

Thisbook is avery good summary of the entire Old Testament. Therefore it would be a
good short cut to reading the whole Old Testament. It tellsall thereisto know for the
person who would start off reading in good faith but get stuck as soon as the family lists
of Genesis 5 or the curses of Deuteronomy 28. | liked the weaving together of the
prophets and the kings, because the ordinary person has no clue where half the prophets
fitin historicaly. Itisgood that excessive comment is avoided, since that belongs to
another type of book.

Dr. Dirk Buchner, Biblical Studies, University of Durban-Westville
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DEDICATION

To the Glory of the LOVE, MERCY AND GRACE of the ONE TRUE GOD, and HIS
ETERNAL WORD that warns, cleanses and sanctifies us from our sins.

To my darling wife Devandree, and my precious children, Clinton and Nolan.

To Pastors after the heart of God, committed to feeding their congregation with
knowledge and understanding. (Jeremiah 3:15).

To every person that has difficulty in understanding the Old Testament.
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FOREWORD

It is generally felt, in Christian circles, that the Old Testament story is a difficult one to
understand. The average Christian does not desire to concentrate on it because of its
detail and, seeming incoherence. The general idea then is to concentrate rather on the
New Testament because this is the Testament that was initiated and ushered in by Jesus
Himself. | have aso noticed that the average biblical knowledge and enlightenment,
centres around the New Testament. Perhaps it makes for easy reading. | for one, have,
for several years, fallen into the same trap of concentrating on the New Testament, rather
than the old. | hear people often saying, "I am a New Testament Christian”. Although
thisistrue, it isalso necessary to have a sound working knowledge of the Old Testament.

This book makes the Old Testament story very simple. It makes easy reading possible, it
is well documented, simple in its structure, coherent, easily understood and, is one
complete story of the 39 Old Testament books.

Through the medium of this book Ricky Pillay has provided assistance to the Christian in
understanding the Old Testament. | also believe that it is an ideal Old Testament Sunday
School Teaching Aid and a handbook to provide the average Christian layman with a
summary of the Old Testament story.

Before | conclude, a little about the writer himself. Ricky Pillay is a diligent student of
God'sword. Heis aman of integrity, has a deep desire to teach the "whole truth" to the
"whole man" and to the "whole Body of Christ" and is anointed for church administration
and biblical education.

In conclusion, | wish Ricky Pillay well. | must hastily add that this book will be
welcomed by the Body of Christ. The clergy will be happy to receive it and, the

congregation will be joyous because it makes for easy reading and a better understanding of the Old
Testament Story.

FRANCIS NAIDOO
SENIOR PASTOR - NEW WAVE MINISTRIES
PHOENIX, KWAZULU-NATAL
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PREFACE

A survey conducted in our church showed that the average Christian reader neither
understands, nor enjoys reading the Old Testament. For this reason, not many Christians
have completed reading it. Some people maintain that it is easier to comprehend the Old
Testament through Sunday school literature. Unfortunately, there are not very many
Sunday school books that cover the Old Testament story adequately or in its entirety.

To assist Christians in understanding the Old Testament, | put together a presentation for
our church entitled "An abridged version of the Old Testament story”. The presentation
has become this book and contains al the books of the Old Testament, abridged in a
chronological form, into a story. Like ajigsaw puzzle, the pieces of the Old Testament
have been put together to give the reader a clearer picture of the entire story. Its basic
structureis asfollows:

1. From creation to Egypt (covering the books of Genesis and Job),

2. The Deliverance and wilderness experience of Isragl (the books of Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers and Deuteronomy are covered),

Possessing and settling in the promised land (covering Joshua, Judges and Ruth),

The establishment of the kingdom (whilst the books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles
are covered, the poetic books are briefly incorporated),

Israel’ s kings and prophets (books of Kings, Chronicles and minor prophets),

Judah’ s kings and prophets (books of Kings, Chronicles, major and minor prophets),
Judah’ s return from exile (from the book of Daniel, minor prophets, Ezra, Nehemiah
and Esther).

W
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My aim is to make the Old Testament as simple as possible, and to show that some Old
Testament books must be read in conjunction with others to understand the message (e.g.
major and minor prophets should be read together with the books of Kings and
Chronicles).

Like the way the Levites (in Nehemiah 8:7-8) helped the people to understand the law,
this book will help you understand the Old Testament story in its entirety. Furthermore,
the subheads within each chapter are scripture referenced and designed (as a memoria
technica) to help the reader remember the story. | must add that this book is not an in-
depth study, interpretation, commentary or another version of the Old Testament. One
could call it: a summary, handbook or digest of the Old Testament, but it is not intended
to substitute your daily reading of the Bible. However, it will make your reading of the
Old Testament more interesting and enjoyable. Therefore certain information (such as:
minute details of - the prophetic and poetic books; laws and ordinances; weights and
measurements of precious metal used in the temple and its equipment; minor characters,
places and incidents, genealogy) has been deliberately omitted to capture the story
contained in the Old Testament.
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Reading the Old Testament could be compared to climbing a mountain. Only when you
reach the top (Maachi), are you in a position to see the other side (the New Testament)
more clearly. To those who have never reached the top for a better view of the other side,
| hope this book will help to get you there.
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INTRODUCTION

Despite theologica controversies and opinions, the New Testament expressly declares the
inspiration of the Old Testament scriptures. In [l Peter 1:20-21 we read:

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private
interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy
men of God spake asthey were moved by the Holy Ghost. (KJV)

Another scripturein Il Timothy 3:16-17 says,

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. (KJV)

In studying the scriptures, we find that the New Testament is enfolded in the Old and the
Old is unfolded by the New. One complements the other.

Although the New Testament is about grace, there is awarning that reads

Now, all this (i.e. Old Testament events) is an examplefor us, to warn usnot to desire
evil things, as they did, nor to worship idols, as some of them did. Asthe scripture
says, ‘ The people sat down to a feast which turned into an orgy of drinking and sex.’
We must not be guilty of sexual immorality, as some of them were - and in one day
twenty-three thousand of them fell dead. We must not put the Lord to the test, as
some of them did - and they were killed by snakes. We must not complain, as some
of them did - and they were destroyed by the Angel of Death. All these things
happened to them as examples for others, and they were written down as a warning
tous. For welive at atime when the end is about to come.” - | Corinthians 10:6-11
(TEV)

Another point of interest is Hebrews 10:1a

The Jewish Law (Old Testament laws) is not a full and faithful model of the real
things; it isonly a faint outline of the good thingsto come” (TEV).

Once you have an understanding of the Old Testament, you will appreciate:
- the loving Fatherhood of God,

- the dispensation of grace that we now livein,

- the true meaning of Calvary,

- the priesthood of the believer,

- the present day High Priestly ministry of Jesus Christ,

- the work of the Holy Spirit in the believer, and
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- many other truthsin the New Testament.
Until you read the Old Testament, you will not fully understand Romans 5:17-21

It is true that through the sin of one man death began to rule because of that one
man (i.e. Adam). But how much greater is the result of what was done by the one
man, Jesus Christ! All who receive God’s abundant grace and are freely put right
with him will rule in life through Christ. So then, as the one sin condemned all
people, in the same way the one righteous act sets all people free and givesthem life.
And just asthe mass of people were made sinnersasthe result of the disobedience of
one man, in the same way the mass of people will all be put right with God as the
result of the obedience of the one man. Law was introduced in order to increase
wrongdoing; but where sin increased, God’s grace increased much more. So then,
just as sin ruled by means of death, so also God's grace rules by means of
righteousness, leading usto eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (TEV)
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